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7 IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Richard C. Davis et al. 
Serial No.: 09/849,964 
Filed: May 4, 2001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Box AF 



BARRIER DEVICE AND 
METHOD FOR BUILDING 
BARRIER WALL 

Attorney Docket: BBI.13 



AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Please find enclosed the following documents pertaining to the above-referenced 
application: 

1 . Response to Office Action (5 pages) 

2. Marked up version of amended claims (3 pages) 

3. Return postcard. 

The Ass,s«a„t Commisstoner is hereby authorized to charge any 
Account 232126 In the event of non-payment of improper payment of a required fee, the 
St Commissioner is hereby authored to charge or credit Deposrt Account No. 232 126 as 
rZ te « Correct the error. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed for fee purposes. 



Respectfully submitted/^ 



Douglas f. Rupert 
Attorney for Applicant 

Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon ^ Na 44 ' 434 

225 W. Wacker Drive, Suite 3000 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: (312) 201-2000 
Facsimile: (312)201-2555 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Richard C. Davis et al. 
Serial No.: 09/849,964 
Filed: May 4, 2001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



BARRIER DEVICE AND 
METHOD FOR BUILDING 
BARRIER WALL 

Attorney Docket: BBI.13 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Dear Sir: 



TWs paper is filed in response to the Office Action mailed December 1 1, 2002 in 
connects with the above-referenced application. A response to the Office Action is due on 
March 1 1, 2002. Therefore this response is timely filed. 



Amendments 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

In the Claims 

Please cancel claim 98 presently on file. 

Please amend claims 86, 1 1 1, and 129 and add claims 130 and 13 1 as follows: 



1 
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86. (Twice Amended) A barrier wall, comprising: 

a first barrier device having a first containment chamber, a second containment chamber 
and a connector; and 

a second barrier device having a containment chamber positioned between the first 
containment chamber and the second containment chamber of the first barrier device and 
. positioned in overlying relationship to the connector; wherein the containment chamber of the 
second barrier device is in contact with the first containment chamber and the second 
containment chamber of the first barrier device, and wherein the first and second containment 
chambers of the first barrier device are spaced apart a distance less than a width of one of the 
first and second containment chambers. 

111. (Twice Amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

positioning a first barrier device, having a first containment chamber, a second 
containment chamber, and a connector on a support surface; and 

positioning a portion of a containment chamber of a second barrier device in contact with 
the first containment chamber and the second containment chamber of the first barrier device and 
in overlying relationship to the connector, wherein the first and second containment chambers of 
the first barrier dev.ee are spaced apart a distance less than a width of one of the first and second 
containment chambers. 

129. (Amended) A barrier device, comprising: 

a first containment chamber which comprises a first bag; 

a second containment chamber which comprises a second bag; and 
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a connector positioned between the first bag and the second bag that secures the first 
containment chamber to the second containment chamber; wherein a ratio of a width of the 
connector to a width of one of the first containment chamber and the second contamment 
chamber is approximately 21%. 



130. (New) A barrier wall, comprising: 

a first barrier device having a first containment chamber, a second containment chamber 
and a connector; and 

a second barrier device having a containment chamber positioned between the first 
contamment chamber and the second containment chamber of the first barrier device and 
positioned in overlying relationship to the connector; wherein the containment chamber of the 
second barrier device is in contact with the first containment chamber and the second 
contamment chamber of the firs, barner devrce, wherein the firs, and second containment 
chambers of the first barrier device are spaced apart a distance less than a width of the 
containment chamber of the second barrier device. 

1 3 1 . (New) A barrier wall, comprising: 

a first barrier device having a first containment chamber, a second containment chamber 
and a connector; and 

a second barrier device having a containment chamber positioned between the first 
containment chamber and the second containment chamber of the firs, barrier device and 
positioned ,n overiying relationship to the connector; wherein the containment chamber of the 
second barner device is in contact with the first containment chamber and the second 
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containment chamber of the first barrier device, wherein a ratio of a width of the connector of the 
first barrier device to a width of the containment chamber of the second barrier device is 2M 

Remarks 

The Office Action notes that claims 1-3, 6-54, 56-70, 72-87, 89-112, and 114-129 are . 
pending in the application. By this amendment claims 86, 1 1 1, and 129 have been amended, 
claims 130-131 have been added, and claim 98 has been cancelled. Therefore claims 1-3, 6-54, 
56-70, 72-87^ 89-97, 99a 12, 1 14-131 are pending in the application. Support for the amended 
clatms and the new claims can be found throughout the specification, claims, and drawings 
originally on file. Therefore no new matter has been added. 

The Office Action indicates that all claims pending throngh claim 85 are allowable. 
Accordingly, the applicant maintains these in their present form. The Office Action further 
indtcates that dependent claims 98-100 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. In 
response, the Applicant hereby amends claim 86 to include the features of cancelled dependent 
claim 98. In addiiion, the Applicant has added new independent claims 130- 13 1 which inclnde 
the features of dependent claims 99-100 respectively. The applicant has also amended 
independentmethod claim 11. to correspond to apparams claim 86. Finally, the applicant has 
amended independent claim 129 to include the allowable features of allowed claim 1. 
Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully submits that all pending claims are allowable. 

In v,ew of the aforesaid, the applicant respectfully submits that all of the pending claims 
are now in a condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration is hereby requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Douglas S. Rupert 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 44,434 

Dated: J / ^ ,2003 



WILDMAN, HARROLD, ALLEN & DIXON 

225 W.Wacker Drive 

Chicago, IL 60606-1229 

Telephone: (312) 201-2000 

Facsimile: (312) 201-2555 

e-mail: rupert@vvildmanharrold.com 
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IN THE 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Richard C. Davis et al. 
Serial No.: 09/849,964 
Filed: May 4, 2001 



BARRIER DEVICE AND 
METHOD FOR BUILDING 
BARRIER WALL 

Attorney Docket: BBI.13 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

VERSION WITH ADDITIONS SHOWN UNDERLINED AND DELETIONS SHOWN IN 
STRIKETHROUGH 

RESPONSE TO_OF JTCXACTION 

Dear Sir: 

Th,s paper is fled .„ response ,o the Office Action mai.ed Deeember 1 . , 2002 in 
connection withthe above-referenced app.ication. A response .0 .he Office Action is dne on 
March 11, 2002. Therefore this response is timely filed. 



Amendments 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Tn the Claims 

Please cancel claim 98 presently on file. 

P leaseamendclaims86, 111, and 129 and add claims 130 «nd 131 as follows: 
86. (Twice Amended) A barrier wall, comprising: 
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a first barrier device having a first containment chamber, a second containment chamber 
and a connector; and 

a second barrier device having a containment chamber positioned between the first 
containment chamber and the second containment chamber of the first barrier device and 
positioned in overlying relationship to the connector; wherein the containment chamber of the 
second barrier device is in contact with the first containment chamber and the second 
containment chamber of the first barrier device , and wherein the first and second con tainment 
chambers of the first ban ter device are spaced apart a distance less than a w idth of one of the 
first and second containment chambers . 

111. (Twice Amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

positioning a first barrier device, having a first containment chamber, a second 
containment chamber, and a connector on a support surface; and 

positioning a portion of a containment chamber of a second barrier device in contact with 
the first containment chamber and the second containment chamber of the first barrier device and 
in overlying relationship to the connector , wherein the firs t and second containment chambers of 
the first barrier device are spaced apart a distance less than a width of one of the fi rst andsecond 
containment chambers . 

129. (Amended) A barrier device, comprising: 

a first containment chamber which comprises a first bag; 

a second containment chamber which comprises a second bag; and 

a connector positioned between the first bag and the second bag that secures the first 

containment chamber to the second containment chamber; wherein a ratio of a width of the 
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cpnngctor to a width Ol nne nfthe first containment chamber and the second containment 
cjiamber is approximatel^-w h c r c in a width of one uf t he first bag and the ar-cond-bag^ 
gr eat er than a width of the connector . 



1 180155-1 



8 



